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Wind power starts to fl ow
HEPBURN Wind has 
fed its fi rst power into 
the electricity grid this 
morning, after a six-year 

project to get the wind 
farm up and running. 

It follows the wind 
company receiving its 
fi nal certifi cate of electri-
cal safety yesterday. 

He p b u r n  Wi n d’s 
commissioning teams 
have started reliability 
testing for one of its 
turbines, with the 
second turbine to be 
tested this week. 

In March, Leonards 
Hill, near Daylesford, 
became Australia’s 
first town to set up a 
community-owned 
re n e w a b l e  e n e rg y 
project, raising its 
1 1 0 - m e t r e  w i n d 
turbine. 

The project is expected 
to generate more power 
than Daylesford uses 
annually. 

FLASHBACK: Looking 
back to February when 
civil site manager Dave 
Carr, from G.R. Carr 
Building Contractors, 
and Hepburn Community 
Wind Farm project offi cer 
Tracy Anthony were 
pictured at the laying 
of the foundations for 
the turbines. Now, the 
project is complete and 
power from the wind has 
started to be fed into the 
electricity grid. 

 ANGRY Daylesford residents 
have criticised a decision by 
Hepburn Shire and YMCA 
Victoria to close the popular 
ARC health club. 

The health club, based at 
Daylesford Secondary College, 
will close this week after being 
declared fi nancially unviable. 

O t h e r  A RC  s p o r t i n g 
facilities at the site will remain 
operational after the health club 
closes. 

T h e  c o m m e n t s  c o m e 
following a report in The 
Advocate last week that the club 
would close on June 30. 

Club member Margaret 
Cooper, of Coomoora, said the 
decision was a realistic move 
for financial reasons but the 
news had saddened health club 
users. 

“Many of us who come to the 
ARC are here on the advice of 
our doctors.

“We have a good work-out as 
part of a healthy lifestyle and 
there is a good friendship which 
exists among the members,” 
she said. 

Club members received 
the news a fortnight ago in 
a letter from manager Lissa 
McIldowney. 

Both Ballarat YMCA and 
Hepburn Shire have promised 
to investigate new options for 
a Daylesford-based heath club, 
but these moves won’t stop 
the closure of the ARC health 
club.

Ms McIldowney said the 
facilities would remain for 
squash courts to be used by the 

Daylesford Secondary College. 
Health club member Deb 

Fryers said she was devastated 
by the news. 

“The convenience and quality 
of the facilities are excellent 

for Daylesford and during cold 
months we need somewhere to 
exercise. 

“Once the ARC health club 
is closed, many people simply 
won’t have anywhere to work 

out,” she said. 
Ms Fryers said she had 

spoken to many members who 
exercised at the club after being 
told by doctors to lose weight. 

The health club’s closure 

leaves members without an 
indoor exercise facility outside 
of work hours. 

“We understand that public 
facilities need to be paid for, 
but when it comes to things 

as fundamental as health and 
well-being, options need to be 
provided,” Ms Fryers said. 

Club patrons will have their 
fees for membership and access 
passes refunded after June 30.

Where to now, ask members
Reaction to closure of Daylesford ARC health club I

SADDENED: Robert Oonk, Mary Oonk, Margaret Cooper, Deb Fryers and Carson White lament the closing of the Daylesford ARC gymnasium and health club.

By RACHEL AFFLICK
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