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FREE -  SERVING HEPBURN SHIRE AND BALLAN

CENTRAL
HIGHLANDS 

GARDEN SUPPLIES
4-6 RAGLAN ST, DAYLESFORD.

PH 5348 3854
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“your local
Landmark dealer”

For all Your Rural Needs
Gardens, Farming, Pets and More ...
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Buy in Bulk and Save

Call in and See
our Huge Range

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon. to Fri. 7.30 am - 5.00 pm

Saturday 7.30 am - 4.30 pm
Sunday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

RD
DAYLESFORD

FARMERS
MARKET

THE BEST IN REGIONAL
FRESH FOOD

VICTORIA PARK, DAYLESFORD
SATURDAY, 7th JULY, 2006

9.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m.
Then on the 1st Saturday 

of each month.

Over 40 stalls selling the best and
freshest that the region has to offer

Enquiries: Regional Farmers Markets Ph: 5664 0096

Fresh vegetables, pasta, fruit, cheeses,
organics, F.R. eggs, honey, olive oil, jams,

chutneys, herbs, great wines, cakes, relishes,
fresh sour dough bread and much much more....

“FALL IN LOVE WITH LOCAL FOOD”
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SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  33rrdd  MMAARRCCHH,,  22000077
99..0000  aa..mm..  --  11..3300  pp..mm..

Book now  5348 2271
77 Main Rd, Hepburn Springs  -  www.grangecc.com.au

BellinzonaGrange

Now open to the public for Friday dinner
A la carte dining,  bookings essential

Your newest 5 star
dining experience!
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TRIP OF A LIFETIME: Creswick’s Caelli Greenbank will soon pack her bags
as she joins nine Victorian students on a study tour of Gallipoli and
significant war sites as part of the Victorian Spirit of ANZAC Prize. Caelli was
among 242 students who entered the competition.

Story page 2
PICTURE: Narelle White 28207dNW1a

LEONARDS HILL WIND FARM PROPOSAL
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By Erin Williams

IN A landmark decision, the
Hepburn Shire Council has
approved what will be Aus-
tralia’s first community
owned wind farm.

At last week’s council
meeting, mayor David

Smith used his casting vote
to approve the wind farm’s
contruction at Leonards
Hill.

Councillor Janine Booth
also voted in favour, while
councillors Heather

Mutimer and Bill
McClenaghan voted against
the Hepburn Renewable
Energy Association appli-
cation.

Cr Tim Hayes did not
attend the public meeting.

To be built on private
farmland at 2040 Ballan-
Daylesford Rd, the wind
farm proposal consists of
two turbines with a capacity
of two megawatts.

HREA said the wind farm

would produce enough en-
ergy for over 2000 homes.

The council received 325
submissions in support of
the proposal and 18 objec-
tions.

While objectors said they

would appeal the council’s
decision at VCAT, the HREA
and Melbourne based re-
newable energy developer
Future Energy were elated
with the decision.

Continued page 2



Save everyday 
with hundreds 

of great weekly 
specials. 

Look for our 
catalogue 

inside.
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Simply fill in the form below and you can have The
Advocate posted to you anywhere within Australia
for only $102 per annum.

You can send a cheque to The Advocate PO Box
130, Daylesford 3460 or phone (03) 5348 1028 to
order and pay by credit card or email your order to
theadvocate@ruralpress.com

Yes, I would like to become a subscriber to 
The Advocate for 12 months (51 issues)

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postcode: . . . . . . 

Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I would like to pay by (please circle)   CASH  CHEQUE

MASTERCARD   VISA   BANKCARD

My credit card number is

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Expiry . . . . . . . . . 

Signature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Subscribe to
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Capital Hill, Canberra.

ADVERTISEMENT

Do you need help
to stay at home? 
Commonwealth Carelink Centres

Freecall™ 1800 052 222*  | www.commcarelink.health.gov.au
Would you like information about the wide range of 

community care programs and services available 
to help you stay at home?  

Call Freecall™ 1800 052 222* or visit one of the 
Commonwealth Carelink Centres around Australia to
get information about services in your local region. 

* Calls from mobile phones are charged at applicable rates
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‘I think Forest Resort will create
a huge difference in Creswick. ,

MOST Creswick people are welcom-
ing the development of Forest Resort
and their town as a tourist desti-
nation.

The development of the world
standard resort has already in-
creased activity in Creswick, accord-
ing to Creswick Information Centre
co-ordinator Neil Rowe.

He said the resort’s progress had
translated into an increase in tour-
ism.

The resort’s golf course and hotel
will open in March next year.

‘‘We have noticed people staying
at the rooms that are available now
are coming to the information centre
to find out what they can see and do
in Creswick,’’ Mr Rowe said.

Mr Rowe said he had heard mostly
positive feedback about the develop-
ment from residents.

Creswick Development Associ-
ation secretary Margaret Giles said a

slow shift towards tourism was be-
ginning to reveal a new chapter in
the history of Creswick.

‘‘It will increase employment and
promote Creswick as a tourist desti-
nation, Forest Resort will put Cres-
wick in a really good position,’’ Ms
Giles said.

Albert St retailer and Mill Market
Committee member Maggie Robson
said Creswick would change signifi-
cantly when the resort was up and
running.

‘‘We won’t be the little country
town anymore, it will be a lot
busier,’’ Ms Robson said.

DAMAGE: Daylesford resident Ilonka Gombarovic pictured in front of her shed
that a car ploughed into on the weekend.

Car smashes into shed
AN ALLEGED drink driver lost
control of his car, sending it crash-
ing into a Daylesford garage early
Sunday morning.

Police said the 23-year-old driver
and his two passengers were
airborne for almost 10 metres
before hitting the Central Springs
Rd garage at about 2am.

The smash left the residents, a
couple both in their 60s, and
another 87-year-old woman
shaken and upset.

Police said the man was expected

to be charged with a range of-
fences, including drink driving.

It is the second time the couple’s
home has been damaged by an
out-of-control car.

In 2004 a drink driver smashed
through their garden and de-
stroyed a hot house.

The family will write to Hepburn
Shire Council asking to have a
guard rail installed to protect their
home.

It is believed police were pursu-
ing the driver when his Ford Falcon
left the road.
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Mr Hulst said he couldn’t put a
time frame on the project’s com-
pletion.

‘‘It depends on a lot of things, it’s
not like buying candy, these are big,
big machines,’’ he said.

The wind farm, to be situated at
Leonards Hill about 10kms south of
Daylesford, will have a capacity of
four Megawatts and produce enough
electricity to power more than 2000
homes, nearly half the number of
houses in the Hepburn Shire.

The project will be owned by the
members of a co-operative and
profits will be shared among them.

Inaugural project chairperson
Simon Holmes à Court said the
board was well equipped to steer the
project’s initial stages.

‘‘There is a fantastic array of skills
on the board. We’ve set up all our
sub-committees and each sub-

committee is working hard to make
sure the project is professional and
successful for the community.’’

The two-turbine facility gained
approval from the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Appeals tribunal in
July.

Mr Holmes à Court encouraged
people to make contact with the co-
operative’s board members.

‘‘Board members can be emailed
directly from the HREA website.

‘‘We look forward to receiving
feedback and ideas from the whole
community.’’

‘‘There’s still a lot of work to be
done to get over our last major
hurdle which is the capital raising.

‘‘We plan to launch the public
capital raising early in the new year.

‘‘We’re very focussed on getting
the maximum number of commun-
ity members to benefit from this
fantastic community project.’’
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